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1. Foreword: Why this eBook?

Hello Shouter,

Welcome to my first eBook and let me quickly share why I wrote
this eBook. I started my online journey in September 2008 and in
December 2008 (1st December 2008, I moved from BlogSpot to a
self-hosted WordPress blog. The very first challenge for me was to
understand about installing and setting up WordPress on my
Webhosting. Those days I never had a guide like this which could
show me step by step on how to configure WordPresss blog right way.

On 20th November 2008, I overcame the fear by purchasing my first
ever domain name and Webhosting, and on 1st December 2008 I had
my WordPress blog up and running. I run an award winning blog
ShoutMeLoud, where I help individuals like you to create, manage
and make money from your blog. I stated writing this eBook to help
million others who are starting online and need to learn about
WordPress.

This book is written specially for ShoutMeLoud audience who wants



to understand and master about WordPress. You don’t have to be a
tech-savvy to do various WordPress as these days everything is
automated and graphical. The only thing that you need to know is
how things work, where to look for help. This eBook is your primary
guide to understand all the basics of WordPress and will work as your
personal assistance to set up your own WordPress Blog.

In this guide I will cover about WordPress from scratch. You will
learn:

What is WordPress

Different type of WordPress platform

How to buy your Webhosting and domain name
How to install WordPress on your webhost
How to setup WordPress after installation

Essential WordPress plugins and how to configure them



2. What is WordPress?

WordPress is one of the most widely used Blogging platforms. It’s an
open source CMS which is powered by PHP and MySQL. According to
recent surveys, almost 20.7% of websites on Internet is powered by
WordPress. Like BlogSpot which is powered by Google, WordPress is
powered by its parent company Automattic which offers two variation
of this popular blogging platform; WordPress.com and
WordPress.org (Self hosted WordPress).

WordPress was started as a blogging tool that evolved as a CMS
(Content management system). First version of WordPress was
released in 2003, and it is an Open source project licensed
under GPLV2. In the last 12 years, WordPress evolved as one of the
most popular platform for creating blogs and Websites.

WordPress is based on PHP and MySQL, and is founded by Matt
Mullenweg and Mike Little. WordPress project is backed up by parent
company Automattic, which also offers various WordPress related
services and products like WordPress.com, VaultPress, JetPack,
VideoPress, WordPress VIP, Gravatar and many more.

For beginners, here are two important things to know about
WordPress:

WordPress themes:

Unlike standard Website and CMS's we know of, WordPress is backed
up by a huge community of freelance designers, developers and
WordPress development companies that offers free and premium
WordPress theme.

One of the biggest challenge for a website today is to have a great
design, and WordPress themes are answer to that. Anyone can
download WordPress themes for free from official WordPress repo,
3rd party Websites or by paying a little for premium market place.
With few clicks of button, you can change the design and look of your
theme. As I mentioned above, WordPress can be use to create a blog
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or a Website, and theme part makes it really easy for anyone to start a
Website with almost no coding knowledge.

WordPress plugins:

WordPress plugins extend the core features of WordPress software. It
helps in adding new features to your WordPress powered Websites,
and there is a WordPress plugin for almost everything. All you need
to do is, find a plugin (features) that you need for your WordPress
powered site, and with the help of the plugin; you can easily add your
desired feature.

Due to huge number of WordPress plugins, one can easily
get confused with which plugin to use. A solution to this is listed to
the professionals who have been running and managing professional
blogs on WordPress. You can download WordPress plugins
from official plugin directoryor from many individual plugin
developer or companies. In the end section of this eBook, I have
shared a list of WordPress plugins that you should have on your blog.

WordPress.com Vs. WordPress.Org: What's the difference?

WordPress offers two variations of its software: WordPress.com
and WordPress.org. WordPress.org, is also popularly known as
self hosted WordPress blog, which I will explain later. For now, let’s
have a look at WordPress.com

WordPress.com:

WordPress.com is a free blogging platform offered by Automattic,
which will let anyone to create a blog for free. When you create a blog
on WordPress.com, you will get a web address
like domainname.WordPress.com. Your blog will be hosted on
WordPress server, and this platform is perfect for those people, who
want to have a blog for personal writing. There are many paid
addons that are also available; you can a buy custom domain name,
you can use paid themes and so on. WordPress.com has many
limitations in terms of managing your blog. For ex: You can't install
3rd party plugins, you have limited choices for themes. From a
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personal blog perspective, this is not a bad option, as WordPress team
takes care of managing your blog architect, and backup. But, if you
plan to blog professionally or earn money from your blog,
WordPress.com is not an ideal choice.

WordPress.com is useful for:
Individual who wants to start a personal journal blog.

Company who needs to have a web-space for announcement,
and factors like design and hosting-space is not an issue.

It's not for:
Individuals who are planning to make money from a blog

Companies that wants to blog for marketing

Individuals who needs total control over their website (FTP,
custom code, Custom plugins)

You can't use ad networks like AdSense, Infolinks or create a blog for
Affiliate purpose.

Here is an official TOS page for using WordPress.com blogs, which
will give you all the information regarding fair usage and TOS of
WordPress.

WordPress.org: Self hosted WordPress Platform

WordPress.org is a complete solution for people who are looking to
start a blog for making money, for promoting their small business or
for any other usage like creating an E-commerce site. In old days you
need to download a copy of WordPress.org from official download
page and install it our own hosting server.

These days all web-hosting companies let you install WordPress with
2 simple clicks (I have shared tutorial for the same in next section of
this eBook).

WordPress.com and WordPress.org have similar interface
(WordPress dashboard), but WordPress.org removes all the
limitations of WordPress.com, and offers you complete control over
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your blog. You can create or use custom themes, or install 3rd party
themes or plugins on your self-hosted blog. You can monetize it
anyways you like (AdSense, Affiliate, In-text ads, Paid reviews) and so
on.

Here is a basic chart showing common difference between
WordPress.com and WordPress.org:

Compare WordPress.com and WordPress.org

WordPress.com WordPress.org

it's free (paid upgrades available). Requires more technical knowledge 1o set up and run

We provide 220+ themes (adding more all the time), you can modify You can use any theme you'd like, either from the WordPress.org
and egd the CSS, but custom themes are not aliowed Theme Directlory or one you create yoursell

We don't allow custom plugins, but provide some excelient plugins for You can install plug-ins that you've created or downloaded from the
all blogs WordPress.org Plug-ins Directory

Everything is taken care of: setup, upgrades, backups, security, etc Requires more technical knowledge 10 set up and run

We constantly develop new features and maintain existing code Compiete control to change code if you're technically minded

Your biog is on hundreds of servers, so it's highly unikely it will go You need a good web host, which generally costs $7-12 a month, or
down due to traffic thousands of dollars per month for a high traffic site

Your posts are backed up automatically Get automated backups with VaullPress

You get extra traffic from blogs of the day and 1ags

You can find like-minded bloggers using tag and friend surfer

Free staff support and great community and support forums Great community and support forums

Here are few interesting facts about WordPress:

Some of the most popular websites in the world (Techcrunch,
CNN, Forbes) are powered by WordPress VIP

20% of the websites in the world is powered by WordPress.

WordPress app is available for all popular mobile platforms
(i0S, Android, Blackberry)

You can do a search engine friendly migration of your existing
blog from Blogger.com, WordPress.com to self hosted
WordPress blog.
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WordPress platform created a complete market place for individuals
and companies to make money. You can find or post jobs on many
freelance marketplaces like Freelancer.com. You can additionally get
free support from amazing community of WordPress via support
forum.

WordPress is used to create many other type of websites like;
Directory websites, affiliate system, portfolio website, Ticketing
system and so on. There is a plugin for almost everything for
WordPress.

You can install WordPress locally to learn, test or develop anything on
WordPress. (Windows and Mac)
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2. Webhosting for WordPress:

What are the features you need in WordPress hosting

So far you have understood what is WordPress and different type of
WordPress platform. Now I will talk about WordPress hosting, as to
install your own WordPress blog you need to have web hosting and
domain name.

Below I have mentioned the list of features that you should look
before buying a webhosting for WordPress. Don’t get overwhelmed
with the list of features as I have also listed down best Webhosting
companies for WordPress. This section is crafted to make it
understand for non-tech savvy users also

Server compatibility with WordPress

One of the important features that you need to look into a web
hosting company is compatibility with WordPress blog. It uses PHP
and MySQL and your server should have latest version of PHP and
MySQL. Always prefer using Linux Hosting for WordPress or web-
hosting which are dedicated for WordPress. For running a WordPress
blog, a server should have minimum of:

PHP version 5.2.4 or greater
MySQL version 5.0 or greater

Server Uptime:

A webhosting with excellent uptime is essential. There are many
webhosting that offers you hosting space for free but doesn’t
guarantee good uptime. This is one reason why you should avoid
cheap hosting companies, and buy reliable Webhosting. If your
website is down; you not only lose the traffic, but it also affects search
engine ranking. Cheap webhosting have issues with uptime, most of
the time your site would go down and customer service will respond
with the message “We are looking into it”.

The best way is to go for hosting which offer maximum up time. It’s
impossible to achieve 100% uptime but anything above 99% is what
you should look for. I have suggested best web-hosting for WordPress
at the bottom of this eBook.



Bandwidth and storage:

The higher the bandwidth and storage is; better is it for your website.
There are renowned hosting companies that offer unlimited
bandwidth and storage. In my recommended hosting companies
section (Below), I have listed down those hosting companies for
WordPress, which offers unlimited resources.

Support:

There are times when you will need technical assistance from your
hosting company. You should ensure that you can connect with your
hosting support team in real-time. They should at least offer support
by telephone or live-chat. More over, ensure the support is given in
real-time and you don’t have to wait for hours in queue to be taken
care of.

To start with I recommend you to use Bluehost for installing your
WordPress blog. You can use below link to get Bluehost hosting for
discounted rate. I will also explain what are the different hosting
plans offered by Bluehost and how to buy webhosting from Bluehost.

Check out Bluehost

Different packages offered by Bluehost:

In this guide I will share which shared hosting plan from Bluehost
you should select. Bluehost offers 3 different shared hosting plans
which is useful for end-users like you and me to save our money and
get exactly what we need. For a new WordPress blog, a shared hosting
is the best in terms of money and requirement.

To start with, head over to Bluehost site and check out their existing
shared hosting plans. Right now, Bluehost offers Starter, Plus and
Business Pro shared hosting packages. Plus is the most popular one
because it offers complete value for money. But, you should pick the
one according to your need.
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4. A Definite guide to Bluehost Shared hosting packages

Before I share the difference between Bluehost Starter, Plus and
Business Pro plan, have a look at below image. This image will give
you an overview of what all packages have to offer, and later I will
explain every package in detail.

;,I us
most popular
* -
$3.49 $5.95 $13.95
@ I
U
unlimited unlimited
100 GB unlimited unlimited
limitec unlimited unlimited
5 unlimited unlimited
25 unlimited unlimited
100 unlimited unlimited
500 MB per account unlimited unlimited
$50 included $200 included $200 included
over $180/yr in extras
Gl | CDN Global CDN
1 SpamExperts 2 SpamExperts
‘ 1SS
L 1 Dedicated 1P
Starter Package:

This is the smallest and cheapest shared hosting package that you can
buy from Bluehost. This is indeed a good package that is a feature rich
and costs only $3.29/month for 3 years package. This package allows
you to host one website and this is one reason I recommend my
readers to opt for Plus package, as they allow to host multiple
websites.

Starter package offers 100Gb bandwidth/month which is more
than enough for you to run your website on shared hosting. Starter
package doesn't come with Cloudflare CDN offered by Bluehost, but
you can always directly signup for Cloudflare and integrate free CDN.


http://www.cloudflare.com/

This will help you to reduce the bandwidth of your hosting account by
great extent. You should choose starter package only when you are
planning to host only one website and have no plans for adding more
websites in future. In case if you have more plans, check out the next
package.

Plus package (Most popular one):

This is my favourite and most popular package on Bluehost. Pro
package is featured rich and offers everything which starter package
offers + unlimited domain hosting + free marketing coupons worth
$200 + free CDN. These marketing coupons are usually free Adwords
Coupon, Facebook Ads coupon which you can use to market your
website. This package also comes with 1 free domain, which will save
extra money for you.

Price for this package is $5.95/month with this discount link (Usually
$9.99/month). If you were looking for one recommendation from me,
I would recommend plus package for you. As this is value for money
and you should consider buying it for minimum 2 or 3 years term to
save a lot on your hosting bill. (Bluehost coupon is valid only on first
bill; there is no discount on renewals).

For further reading How to add extra domain to your Bluehost
account

Business Pro package:

This package is targeted to businesses that are hosting their site on
shared hosting and looking for extra features. This hosting package is
recommended for those who need dedicated I.P and SSL
certificate. Do remember SSL is now a search engine ranking factor
and if you are running an E-commerce website you should definitely
have SSL certificate on your website (Https). Along with free domain
you will also get free who.is guard, which will hide your domain
contact details to the world.
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Conclusion: Which Bluehost Shared Hosting Package is best
for you:

Here is my suggestion for you to quickly pick right package for you.
Running only 1 site: Pick Starter Package

Running more than 1 sitez Pick Plus package
(Recommended)

Need SSL and dedicated I.P: Pick Business Pro package

If you are planning to buy the starter Bluehost package, I would
recommend grab Plus package as price difference is minimal and in
future if you want to host more than one website, you don't have to
spend money on web hosting.

Garb vour Bluehost Shared hosting package
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5. How to Buy Webhosting and Domain:

Here are few things which you need to keep yourself ready with:

Domain name:

The domain name which you want to buy or use. You will get one free
domain name or you can use any of your existing domain name (You
can use free domain later too). If you have not decided on your
domain name, check this guide to learn to select a domain name. You
can use this free service call BustAName to find cool domain names
for your blog.

Payment mode:

You can make payment via Credit card, PayPal or debit cards that
allow online international transaction.

Few things to know:
Here are two guides which I recommend you to read first, as this will
give you basic information about Web-hosting and more over you will

learn how to save money on your web hosting purchases.

A beginner guide to Webhosting packages
How to save money on Webhosting renewals

Now if you are done with all the above said things, you are all set to
buy web hosting & domain for your new blog.

Step by Step Guide to Buy Web hosting Server:

To start with head over to www.Bluehost.com and click on get started
now.
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' the best web hosting
starting at $599 $3.49/month’

uni | domain hosting
unirmited hosting space
unimited file transfer
@ unimited email accounts
free domain name

free site builder w/ templates
free instant set-up

get started now

no hidden fo

This will take you to a page where you will see three different
packages to choose from.

plus
L . .
starter most popular business pro
normally H5-55 normally $,r‘}‘} normally $H599
$349 ﬁt;n:h $5 9 5 maonth $1 3 95 '“-:Jrlth
select select select
websites 1 unlimited unlimited
website space 100 GB unlimited unlimited
bandwidth unlimited unlimited unlimited
rncluded domains 1 1 1
parked domains 5 unlimited unlimited
sub domains 25 unlimited unlimited
email accounts 100 unlimited unlimited
email storage 500 MB per account unlimited unlimited
marketing offers $50 included $200 included $200 included
S —
Global CDN Global CDMN

For you, I recommend to buy Plus package as you can host more
blogs on the same hosting in the future. Do remember, the link, which
I have given in the bottom, will get you huge discount, and this
discount is only for the first bill. So you better purchase hosting for 2
or 3 years term.



Get Bluehost plus package for discounted price

Click on select in front of the plan you selected.
Pick free Domain or use your existing domain name:

Next page is where you can either get a free domain name from
Bluehost or you can use any of your existing domain name.

new domain | have a domain name

2 pe W 1TE

&
||.ECI"' v
1 IE

=

Even if you don't use free domain feature right now, you can always
get your free domain later. If you are using your existing domain
name, you need to change the Name-server to

NS1i.Bluehost.com
NS2.Bluehost.com

If you want to keep things simple, better enter the domain name you
wish to buy in "new domain" field and your free domain will be
activated with the web hosting. Click on next and from here the steps
would be simpler.

Account details:


http://wpfreesetup.com/Partner/BluehostBook/

Mccount information

First Name i Harsh ‘

Last Name r Agrawal ‘

3usiness Name | ShoutDreams |

(,.(f,’;l'WTTA‘)-,/' (India ] C\w

Street Address ' Tower N5, Narmada Apartment, D-... ’

City | New Delhi ‘_\

State [ Please select a state 1
ZIP Code | 110070 |
3!’":\)'1[3 ‘\ __y"')[’)»(jr ‘ gl L oo o oA ‘
Use an international number
"E-mail Address ’ | > |

In this section you need to enter your details (Name, email address,
address), which is straightforward, and make sure you verify every
details (Specially email address), as you will get your login and
hosting information in your email address.

Package Information:

This part is crucial and you should pay extra attention to ensure you
are not over-charged for add-ons that you don't even need. As I said
above, pick hosting package for 24 or 36 months term, as you will
notice the price decreases as tenure increases.



package information

ACCOUﬂt Plan [Staner 36 Month Price - $3.49/mo. :J

Setup Fee  Free
Site Backup Pro $1.67 per month (Billed to end of hosting term)

More information

SiteLock Domain Security - $167 per month (Billed annually at $19.99/yr)

More information

Search Engine Jumpstart - $125 per month (Billed annually at $14.99/yr)
More information
Google Apps for Work $5 per month (Billed annually at $60/yr)

More information

Also make sure you deselect the option "Site Backup Pro"
"Sitelock Domain security", as you don't really need them.

Complete hosting purchase:

L3
billing information
Pay by credit card, or see Fewer payment options

© Pay by Credit Card
Credit Card Number | | sses |~

Expiration Date (o1 %)/ [2015 %)

Signature/CVV2 Code

Provide code for instant verification. Example.

Pay with PayPal sayea




Before you make the payment, I suggest you to scroll up and verify all
the information. By default you will see the option to make
payment via Credit card only, but if you want to make payment
via PayPal, click on "More payment option" and it will show you
Pay by PayPal option too. Use the payment option you are
comfortable with, and after making payment you will see another
after sale page like this (Just ignore every thing), click on complete at
the end.

.\I'".’ZUI' QoMmains !'-LE".'.’:LJ:f'. nstant Y gescroe ".-‘r'E"!-Z-]l :.-"'.’Zl] OO0 and nelp visitors ., |::.‘-’”‘E':I".’-'; cCome In multple '-
available domains

bestwpseop

=4 NCo

bestwpseopluginorg

[T
plu
bestwpseopluginnet
bestwpseoplugininfo
bestwpseopluginbiz
L
bestwpseoplugincc
L
£
£

bestwpseoplugin.tv
bestwpseoplus

3 n.'v'-'v' C_
bestwpseopluginme

Additional Upgrade Total $0.00 ﬂ :

Want to pass on these products for the time being? Click Here

On the next page you will get the confirmation for your hosting
purchase and you will see a screen like below. Click on "create your
password":



'welcome to bluehost

&9 Congratulations!

Your purchass was successful A confirmation e-mail will be sent to {@gmail.com.

choose a password for your account

Before you can login to your accoun
note this password and your hostin
Blushost support

¢ nesw hosting features, you first need to create a secure password - Please
ent information, as these are used for account venfication purposes when contacting

create your password

Selecting the password:

This is the last stage of your web hosting purchase, as you just need
to set the password for your hosting login. You can use any of your
password or you can use password generator to create a complex
password. (Recommended). Copy and paste the password at any
safe place and click on paste. Click on create and that's it, now you are
98% done buying your web hosting for your blog.

Choose a password or pass-phrase

Password
qk+73CPes?U

Manage Your Pass)
Pass Phrase
Main Password thrushY ste@med dewem

Agrecglhit to the Tern Generate EIQEII'I nge. Plegse check the box below indic

I'confirm | have read and agree to the Terms of Service, Cancellation Policy, Privacy Sta nt, Domain Registratig

Registrant Rights and Responsibilities.

& Very weak




That's it you are done with all the steps to buy your web hosting and
domain name.

Logging into web hosting cPanel:

Check your Email inbox and you will get a confirmation email with all
the login information for your web hosting. The only thing, which you
won’t get in the email, is the password you created in the last step
(This is for your own security).

Bluehost <support@bluehost.com=> 309 AM (11 minutes ago) -

i bluehost

Thank you for choosing Bluehost, We appreciate your business.
Qur goal is to provide you with the absolute best hosting experience on the planet.

FPlease keep this e-mail for your records. A receipl for this purchase is available here.

Get Started: Your Account Information:
Domains Domain: !:ms'.cwussuuluuin.com

Usemame:

Transfer | Point to Blushaost | Buy | Privacy ’
Password: Update Your Password

Websites Temporary URL: http://50.87.248.110/~bestwpse/
Build | Upload | Transfer | Stats Email Server: mail.bestwpseoplugin.com
E-mails Name Server 1: ns1,bluehost.com

HEQ

a o o T
Create | Read | Gonfigurs | Block Spam Name Server 2: ns2.blushost.com

Your Resources: Your FTP Information:
FREE Webinars | 1-Click Installs | Helpdesk Atickes | o Host T’t bestwpseoplugin.com
Subscribe 1o Qur Blog | 1 le Adverising Offer FTP Username:

Password: Update Your Password
Web Directory: public_htmil

Now go to Bluehost.com and click on Login at the top. In the login
field type your domain name or username and in the password field;
type the password, which you generated above.



http://wpfreesetup.com/Partner/BluehostBook/

hosting login webmail login ]

Access your personal hosting product control panel.

| bestwpseoplugin.com |

[ceveereeees |

Fc}rg'::‘.-t DHSE‘NC-FCI | create account

On the next page click on Home, and you will be at the Bluehost
cPanel. That's it! Congratulation as you just ended up buying your
first web hosting and domain name.



6. How to Install WordPress on Bluehost Hosting

Login to your Bluehost account and Click on hosting at the top, to go
inside  cPanel. Scroll down to Website Builders>  Select
WordPress from the list, and it will take you to the next page.

R Website
S N = > @ =
< W ) | &
Website Install WordPress Install goMobi Install Scripts
Manager WordPress Themes Weebly Mobile
£l

On the next screen click on Start in-front of Wordpress installation
pop-up. This will lead you to next page where you can make many
changes.

@ Egl;;lPress

We Love WordPress! Additional Information: Suppart Forums | WordPrass Themes | Dongle Dacurmaenialion | Official Sie

WordPress |s a state-of-the-art semantic personal publishing platform with & focus on aesthetics, web standards, and usability.
What a mowthful. WordPress is bath free and priceless at the same time.

Maore ii.‘!"pi:,-, WordPress 15 what YOU LS T ] Yo want 10 work with WOUF blqggir‘.g softwane, not Ii-;|hl: it
WordPress started as just a blogging system, but has evolved to be used as full content management system and so much

mare through the thousands of plugins, widgets, and themes now available. WordPress is limited anly by your imagination.
[And tech chops.)

On the next page click on select advance option and there are three
options, carefully examine all the options. The major one is option 1
and option 2.



Option 1.

In this step you can select how do you want your blog to look like. You
can make it look like

www.motoringview.com
http://motoringview.com

I recommend you to choose without www, as it's short and shorter the
URL, better it is.

ﬂ sl Enj FREE | Il fi MOJO!
| Y . njoy your nstall from !

Select which domaingou would like to install to:

-
http://motoringwdw.com/
-

Click on show advance option:

In this step you can select your WordPress username and password
for your login. Make sure you don't select admin as username.
Instead use some random username and use complex password. Also
keep a check mark on Automatic create a database.



/ﬂ WordPress e —
Version 352 njoy your
\ A) VETSION 2.0.4

You are almost there! This is the last step:

@S'\ow advanced options

)3 Site Name or Title
Motoring View
Admin Username
Admin Password

Admin Email Address

"™ Automatically create a new database for this installation.

@| have read the terms and conditions of the GPLv2

OR Change Install Location

On the next page it will start installing WordPress. Don't close the
page until unless it shows Processing complete. It will take about 1
minute for bluehost WordPress script to install WordPress blog. An
Email will be sent to the registered Email address about the login and
password which you can use to login to your WordPress dashboard.



7. WordPress Setup guide:

In this guide, I will add screenshots and explain every WordPress
settings that you need to configure. You can skip certain settings,
depending upon your requirement for example: if you are creating a
membership site or guest blogging WordPress blog, you can
enable user registration.

So, lets get started with our WordPress setup guide and learn how to
set up WordPress blog.

You can login to your WordPress dashboard by going to

http://domain.com/wp-admin (replace domain with actual domain
name).

Delete default Posts and page:

O Jetpack
All (1) | Published
A Posts Bulk Actions % Apply  All dates $  Filter
U7 Media Title
W Pages Sample Page

Edit Quick Edit Trash View

All Pages

. Maove this item to the Trash
Add New Title

¥ Comments BulkActions §  Apply

Login to your WordPress dashboard and go to Posts> All posts and
delete the default "Hello world" post. Similarly go to Pages > All pages
and delete the default "Sample page".



Set up WordPress permalink:

) Default http://ww.shoutmeloud. com/?p=123
Day and name http://wwe. shoutmeloud. com/2815/81/22/sample-post/
Month and name http://www. shoutmeloud. com/2815/81/sample-post/
Numeric http://ww. shoutmeloud. com/archives/123
* Post name http://wwe. shoutmeloud. com/sample-post/
Custom Structure http://wi. shoutmeloud.com /XpostnameX/
The default WordPress permalink is like

http://yourdomain.com/p=123. This permalink is short but not

friendly for search engine. We need to change it to make it search
engine friendly. Go to settings > Permalink and select the post
name and click on save. This ensure that your permalink when appear
in search engine, it will contain some keywords and your blog posts
will rank better in search engine.



http://yourdomain.com/p=123

Settings > General:

&
Site Title ShoutMelLoud - Shouters Who Inspire
Tagline Helping bloggers since EGD-Bl
In a few words, explain what this site is about.
WordPress Address (URL) http://www.shoutmeloud.com
Site Address (URL) http://www.shoutmeloud . com
Enter the address here if you want your site homepage to be different from the dire
E-mail Address admin@shoutmeloud.com
This address is used for admin purposes, like new user notification
Membership Anyone can register
New User Default Role Contributor B
Timezone Kolkata = UTC time is 2015-81-22 12:33:45 Ld

This is where you will configure your Homepage name and tag line.
This is very important, as by default this is what shows up in Google
search. Email address will be your site admin Email address and this
is where you will get all the Email notifications related to your
site. Make sure you setup the time zone to your local time, this will
make sure your scheduled post will go according to your time zone.

Settings > Writing

At this stage, we will set up WordPress settings related to writing. By
default, WordPress adds a category “Uncategorized” which doesn’t
look so ideal. Here you can change the default category to any other
category. You can go to posts> Categories from left sidepanel, and
add a new category. Come back, and change the WordPress default
category to newly created category.

WordPress ping list:
One of the major difference between a static Website and a blog is
ability to ping. By pinging search engine bots, our WordPress blog



notifies the search engines about newly published blog post. You
should update your ping list with all major ping services. You can get
a list of updated WordPress ping services from here. Add all the ping
services URL and click on update button. I also recommend you to
use PushPress plugin to ping cloud ping servers.

Settings> Reading:

Here you can configure number of maximum blog posts to show on
homepage and in feeds. Also, you can set if you want to publish full
content or just partial content in the feed, I prefer to offer partial
feeds(Summary) , as I want more activity to happen on my site and
also to avoid RSS thetft.

WordPress discussion/comment settings:

Discussion Settings

Default article settings ¥ | Attemnpt to notify any blogs linked to from the article
" +| Allow link notifications from other blogs (pingbacks and trackbacks)

v| Allow people to post comments on new articles

{These settings may be overridden for individual articles.)

Other comment settings +| Comment author must fill cut name and e-mail

Users must be registered and logged in to comment

Automatically close comments on articles older than 14 days

+| Enable threaded (nested) comments 5 & levels deep

+| Break comments into pages with 50 top level comments per page and the last = |
Comments should be displayed with the older & comments at the top of each page
E-mail me whenever +| Anyone posts a comment

+| A comment is held for moderation

Before a comment appears +| Comment must be manually approved

v| Comment author must have a previously approved comment

This is another section, which you should setup just after installing
WordPress. Just follow the screenshot and put check mark in front of
the field as shown in the above screenshot.


http://www.shoutmeloud.com/wordpress-ping-list.html
https://wordpress.org/plugins/pushpress/

Avatar settings:

Now, if you are new to WordPress, I suggest you to go to
Gravatar.com and create an account and upload your image for your
Email address. This way your image will show on WordPress or any
other WordPress powered sites where you will be commenting or
guest posting.

Settings > Media

Though, you can skip setting up this part but I usually suggest users
to make come necessary changes to avoid lots of image files. By
default, when you upload images in WordPress, it creates images in 3
different sizes. Here you can set sizes as 0*0 and keep only one
desired size as enabled along with size.

With all these changes, you are done with set up of WordPress blog.
Now, we need to make more changes like add plugins, submit
sitemap, Install theme, customize look and usability of our blog.


http://en.gravatar.com/

8. Essential WordPress Plugins and their
configuration

How to Install WordPress Plugin

One of the most basic things, which you need to learn about self-
hosted WP blog, is to install WordPress plugins. There are many ways
by which you can install a plugin in WordPress blog; you can use any
of these three methods to quickly add a plugin:

Install plugin by Searching from dashboard

Upload.zip folder to WordPress and install

Install via FTP
I won’t recommend installing by FTP until you don’t have permission
to install a plugin from dashboard, and most of the recommended

hosting companies like Bluehost, Hostgator gives you enough
permission to add plugins from dashboard.

If you wish to search plugin from WordPress plugin repo, you can
simply get the name of the plugin and do a search from dashboard
and install it.

Login to your WordPress dashboard

Click on plugins> Add New

Search for plugin, which you wish to install

Click on Install now

Activate the plugin and configure it’s settings
That’s it and you are done installing the plugin. There are many
plugins that are old and have not been updated for years, but they are
still very useful. Since you can’t install such WordPress plugins by

searching, you can download the .zip folder from official repo and
install it. Here is a quick guide on installing .zip format plugin:


http://wpfreesetup.com/Partner/BluehostBook/
http://wpfreesetup.com/Partner/HostGator/

Login to WordPress dashboard

Click on plugin > Add New > Upload

Click on upload > browse the .zip file > Install plugin

Activate and configure settings
When you are downloading plugin, make sure you download it from
credible sources like WordPress plugin repo, Codecanyon, or official
plugin page of plugin developers. Avoid downloading plugins from

any non-credible sources like free file sharing sites,
torrents.

Must have WordPress Plugin:

Here I will add the exact name of the plugin which you need to search
and install. Most of these plugins come with extra configuration and
you should make sure to make optimum changes for making most of
these plugins. If you need tutorial for any specific WordPress plugin
set up, you can let us know on our Facebook fan page.

Akismet:

This plugin is managed by official WordPress creator Automattic.
This plugin is very useful to avoid spam comments. There are many
alternatives to this plugin but I prefer this one, as it’s fast and does
the job pretty well. You can download plugin from official page here.
You need API Key to activate this plugin and you can quickly create a
free account on WordPress.com and get your WordPress API key.
Here is a guide which teaches you how to get free API key for Akismet
plugin.

SEO plugins:
WordPress SEO by Yoast:
This is most popular free SEO plugin for WordPress and I

recommend you to install it just after installing WordPress. This
plugin require proper configuration for optimum performance. With


http://wpfreesetup.com/Partner/Codecanyon/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/akismet/
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/how-to-get-free-akismet-api-key-wordpress.html

this plugin you can edit Robots.txt file, .htaccess file from WordPress
dashboard. This plugin also offers Keyword suggestion and Keyword
optimization, which will give you an extra edge in Search engine
ranking. Also, you can configure indexing and no-indexing of your
site structure which is very useful for proper SEO of your blog. You
can download this plugin from official repo here. This is a
comprehensive guide which teaches you how to setup this plugin.

SEO friendly Image:

Images helps a lot in driving traffic to your blog, but to rank for
images you need to work on alt tag optimization of your blog. SEO
friendly image plugin does the same by, converting your image name
into Alt tag and make it search engine read-able. Bonus tip: Always
use your Keyword or relevant name as image name. Avoid using
Image-001.jpeg and such names.

<Download SEO Friendly image>

PushPress:

If you are suffering from indexing issue on your blog, try PushPress
which is a free WordPress plugin to ping cloud servers. It helps in
faster indexing of your blog. This is a plug and play plugin which
doesn’t require any configuration. <Download PushPress>

W3 Total cache:

Page load time is one important factor for great user experience and
also for better search engine ranking. W3 total cache is a complete
solution to your WordPress caching. This plugin comes with
advanced configuration and caching options. Also, if you are using
any CDN service and cloudflare, this plugin offers easy to implement
option for configuration. <Download W3 total cache>

Here is the detailed guide on how to configure W3 Total cache plugin.

Wp DB-manager:

One stop plugin for doing various maintenance job and schedule job
in WordPress. Using this plugin you can quickly optimize WordPress
database, clean WordPress tables, take WordPress backup and


https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-seo/
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/how-to-set-up-yoast-wordpress-seo-plugin-configuration.html
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/how-to-set-up-yoast-wordpress-seo-plugin-configuration.html
https://wordpress.org/plugins/seo-image/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/pushpress/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/w3-total-cache/
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/how-to-install-configure-w3-total-cache-wordpress-plugin.html

configure WordPress timely backup. This is a very useful plugin to get
many things done. <Download WP DB-manager>

Digg Digg WordPress plugin:

Social signals has become an essential part of SEO and to encourage
social sharing of your blog post, you should must im-plement social
bookmarking button. Digg Digg plugin helps you to quickly add most
of the popular and new social book-marking buttons. More over, this
plugin comes with many settings like lazy load button, social button
size and other place-ment settings, which you are hoping in a Social
bookmarking plugin. <Download Digg Digg> There are few
alternatives to Digg-digg plugin like floating social share bar plugin.

JetPack plugin:

This is official plugin by WordPress, which comes with many options
that they offer to WordPress.com users. Also, this plugin contain
some of the essential elements that you would be requiring for
example: WordPress.com stats, Subscription option for
commentator, Spelling and grammar check, Contact form and also
many more features.

<Download plugin>

Wp Smush.it:

Smsuh.it is an online service by Yahoo, and smush.it plugin does the
job pretty well of compressing your images for faster loading. Your
image quality remains the same and using image compression
technology, this plugin will compress images at the time of loading.
This plugin also comes with bulk image compression of already
uploaded images. So, if you have new or old blog, Wp smushit plugin
will help you to keep your blog loading time faster. <Downlaod Wp
Smush.it>

Read: How to use Smush.it plugin

The lists of plugins for WordPress are endless and you can browse
WordPress plugin repo to find plugin for every use. But, these are
some of those must have WordPress plugins, which are essential for


http://www.shoutmeloud.com/wp-db-manager-plugin-wordpress-database-optimization.html
https://wordpress.org/plugins/digg-digg/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/floating-social-share-bar/
http://jetpack.me/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-smushit/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-smushit/
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/optimize-your-wordpress-image-gallery-smush-it-wordpress-plugin.html

every WordPress blog. Here are few more plugin resource which you
should see:

List of WordPress plugins I use at ShoutMelLoud
Best SEO plugins for WordPress blog

This comes down to the end of our WordPress eBook and here I'm
sharing other useful blogging resources which I use for my blogs.

Email software:
Feedburner (Free)

Aweber (Paid) 1st month is for $1 only.

Web-hosting:
Bluehost (Shared hosting)

Knownhost (managed VPS)

Domain Names:
ShoutMyDomain (Accepts payment via Paypal)

Godaddy (Use this link to get domain name for $2.95)

WordPress Themes:
Thesis Theme (This is the framework I use at ShoutMeLoud)

Genesis Theme (Best alternative to thesis theme. Grab the pro-
package which give access to all the current and future skins)

Codelight: Beautiful modern theme for tech-blogs.

Social Media Management Tool:
Hootsuite (Supports Google plus too): Perfect for managing all
social profile from one place

Bufferapp: Perfect for keeping your social-media profile
updated

PostPlanner: Best Facebook tool to manage your pages.



http://www.shoutmeloud.com/wordpress-plugins-that-power-shoutmeloud.html
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/best-recommended-seo-wordpress-plugins.html
https://accounts.google.com/ServiceLogin?service=feedburner&continue=https%3A%2F%2Ffeedburner.google.com%2Ffb%2Fa%2Fmyfeeds&gsessionid=lalc95mHuVtIbtXPms70cg
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/Aweber/
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/Bluehost/
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/Knownhost/
http://www.shoutmydomain.com/
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/GodaddyDomain/
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/Thesis/
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/Genesis/
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/Codelight/
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/HootSuite/
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/Bufferapp/
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/PostPlanner/

Image Capturing tool:
Snaglt! : Best tool for screen-capture and image editing.

Screencast software:
Camtasia (This is the video recording tool I use for creating
videos for my Youtube channel. You can check my video blog
here)

SEO tools:
SEMRUSH (This is the only tool I use for Keyword research and

discovery. You can check out tutorial here and here).

Monetization Program:
Google AdSense: Best contextual ad network

Viglink: Best way to monetize your outbound links

If you have any query regarding this eBook or WordPress, feel free to
ask me on Google plus here or mail me at admin@shoutmeloud.com.

Lets make blogging full time business.

Harsh Agrawal
www.ShoutMeLoud.com

Twitter: @denharsh
Facebook: @shoutharsh



http://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/Snagit/
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/TechSmith/
http://www.youtube.com/user/denharsh
http://www.youtube.com/user/denharsh
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/SEMRUSH-Trial/
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/built-a-micro-niche-site-make-money.html
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/search-profitable-high-cpc-long-tail-adsense-keywords.html
http://www.google.com/adsense
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/recommended/VigLink/
http://www.shoutmeloud.com/
http://twitter.com/denharsh
http://facbeook.com/ShoutHarsh
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